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MAYOR LIGHTFOOT ANNOUNCES 22ND ANNUAL CHICAGO FOOTBALL CLASSIC 

This year’s classic will feature a career and college fair, various summits for youth  
 
CHICAGO – Today Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot joined representatives from the Chicago 
Football Classic Scholarship Fund, Inc., Chicago Public Schools, Howard University 
and Hampton University to announce the 22nd annual Chicago Football Classic 
(CFC), which will take place on Saturday, September 14 at Soldier Field.  
 
“The Chicago Football Classic is a vital resource for the young people of our city in 
helping to plan their career and educational pursuits,” said Mayor Lightfoot. “During 
their formative years, we must all come together to help young people discover their 
talents and interests whether in college or with a trade. It is important that youth 
and their parents attend this important day to experience and discover all the 
possibilities that the future holds.” 
 
For the first time, the college fair will include a career component for Chicago-area 
youth produced by the City Colleges of Chicago and the Chicago Public Schools. The 
college and career fair will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This expansion will 
allow CFC to strengthen the enrichment of the various programs offered to students 
interested in going directly into the workforce after high school. Following the 
college and career fair will be a battle of the bands between various Chicago Public 
Schools’ and suburban bands with the iconic football game between Howard 
University and Hampton University kicking off on the field at 3:30 p.m. 
 
“I’m grateful to Mayor Lightfoot for joining us today to discuss the importance of the 
Chicago Football Classic,” said Chicago Football Classic Co-founder, Larry Huggins. 
“From the scholarships to the college and career fair, the financial literacy summit, 
health and wellness summit, and of course the game, this year’s Chicago Football 
Classic is providing tools and resources to help youth get a great start on their 
future.” 
 
Another added component to this year’s activities will be a Teen Summit to address 
health and wellness from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. This summit will include a panel 
discussion with students and alumni from both Hampton and Howard Universities, 
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sharing tips and ways to navigate life away, manage stress, and maintain a healthy 
and balanced collegiate lifestyle. 
 
“The Chicago Football Classic is a time-honored tradition that celebrates excellence 
in sportsmanship and academics as students get a glimpse of college life and 
exposure to diverse postsecondary options," said Chicago Public Schools CEO Dr. 
Janice K. Jackson. “I’m thankful that so many partners come together to show our 
young people that sports and academics go hand-in-hand by helping students 
understand the diverse pathways and support available to help them reach their 
goals."  
 
Last year, more than $1.5 million was awarded in scholarships to Chicago-area 
students that attended the college fair, where more than 30 historically black 
colleges and universities from across the country, City Colleges of Chicago and 
Chicago State University participated. 
 
“This is more than just a game. This three-day event brings awareness to HBCUs, 
exposes Chicago students to various aspects of the college experience and focuses 
on an uplifting theme that unites the community,” said Chicago Football Classic Co-
founder, Everett Rand. “We appreciate our ongoing partnership with the City of 
Chicago, and we look forward to exposing our youth to these educational 
opportunities that will help them become viable community leaders.” 
 
Mayor Lightfoot is committed to investing in youth and encouraging them to explore 
potential college or career paths available to them after high school. The City is 
actively working to build new opportunities for the City’s youth to engage in career 
experiences while they are still in school to help students determine the best, next 
steps for their future. Working with the City’s corporate, philanthropic and 
education partners, the administration will expand meaningful educational 
opportunities across Chicago’s evolving industries and create new pathways to 
economic stability for all Chicagoans. 
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